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Dwight David Eisenhower and the Pledge of Allegiance 

 
Dwight David Eisenhower (1890-1969), the 

34th President of the United States, was also the 
Supreme Commander of Allied Forces during World 
War II.  On the night of July 10, 1943, General Ei-
senhower observed the armada of 3000 naval ships 
that he had ordered to battle, sailing from Malta to 
the shores of Sicily.  He saluted his men, then 
bowed his head in prayer.  To the officer next to him 
he commented: 

 �7�K�H�U�H���F�R�P�H�V���D���W�L�P�H���Z�K�H�Q���\�R�X�¶�Y�H���X�V�H�G���\�R�X�U��
brains, your training, your technical skill, 
and the die is cast and the events are in the 
hands of God, and there you have to leave 
them. 

 
On June 14, 1954, President Eisenhower supported 
and signed into law the Congressional Act, Joint 
�5�H�V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�������������Z�K�L�F�K���D�G�G�H�G���W�K�H���S�K�U�D�V�H���³�X�Q�G�H�U��
�*�R�G�´���W�R���W�K�H��Pledge of Allegiance: 

In this way we are reaffirming the transcen-
�G�H�Q�F�H���R�I���U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V���I�D�L�W�K���L�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�¶�V���K�H�U�L�W�D�J�H��
and future; in this way we shall constantly 
strengthen those spiritual weapons which    
�I�R�U�H�Y�H�U���Z�L�O�O���E�H���R�X�U���F�R�X�Q�W�U�\�¶�V���P�R�V�W���S�R�Z�H�U�I�X�O����
resource in peace and war. 

 
President Eisenhower then stood on the steps of the 
Capitol Building and recited the Pledge of Allegiance 
�Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���S�K�U�D�V�H���³�R�Q�H���1�D�W�L�R�Q���X�Q�G�H�U���*�R�G�´���I�R�U���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W��
time: 

I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United 
States of America, and to the Republic for 
which it stands, one nation, under God, indi-
visible, with liberty and justice for all. 
 

(The Pledge of Allegiance was first written in 1892 
by a Baptist minister from Boston named Francis 
Bellamy, who was ordained in the Baptist Church 
of Little Falls, New York.  He was a member of the 

staff of �7�K�H���<�R�X�W�K�¶�V���&�R�P�S�D�Q�L�R�Q����which first pub-
lished the Pledge on September 8, 1892. At the 
�G�H�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H�������������&�K�L�F�D�J�R���:�R�U�O�G�¶�V���)�D�L�U���R�Q������
October 12, 1892, public-school children first      
recited the Pledge of Allegiance during the National 
School Celebration on the 400th anniversary of  
�&�R�O�X�P�E�X�V�¶���G�L�V�F�R�Y�H�U�\���R�I���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�������7�K�H���Z�R�U�G�V���³�X�Q�G�H�U��
�*�R�G�´���Z�H�U�H���W�D�N�H�Q���I�U�R�P���$�E�U�D�K�D�P���/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q�¶�V���I�D�P�R�X�V��
�*�H�W�W�\�V�E�X�U�J���$�G�G�U�H�V�V�����³�������W�K�D�W���W�K�L�V���Q�D�W�L�R�Q�����X�Q�G�H�U���*�R�G����
�V�K�D�O�O���K�D�Y�H���D���Q�H�Z���E�L�U�W�K�«�´�� 
 
In 1954, President Dwight David Eisenhower, said: 

The purpose of a devout and united people 
�Z�D�V���V�H�W���I�R�U�W�K���L�Q���W�K�H���S�D�J�H�V���R�I���7�K�H���%�L�E�O�H�« 
(1) to live in freedom  (2) to work in a pros-
perous land...and  (3) to obey the command-
ments of God...This Biblical story of the 
Promised land inspired the founders of 
America.  It continues to inspire us... 

 
In his Inaugural Address, January 21, 1957, Presi-
dent Dwight D. Eisenhower exclaimed: 

Before all else, we seek upon our common 
labor as a nation, the blessings of Almighty 
God.  And the hopes in our hearts fashion 
the deepest prayers of our whole people. 
 

Dwight D. Eisenhower stated: 

The spirit of man is more important than 
mere physical strength, and the spiritual fiber 
of a nation than its wealth. 
 

The Bible is endorsed by the ages. Our civilization 
is built upon its words.  In no other book is there 
such a collection of inspired wisdom, reality, and 
hope. 
 
(�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�¶�V���*�R�G���D�Q�G���&�R�X�Q�W�U�\���(�Q�F�\�F�O�R�S�H�G�L�D���R�I��
Quotations, by William J. Federer) 


